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The springs of 1861 were followed by some decades featured with simmering tensions that was between the Southern and Northern United States over problems that included the federal authority and the state’s rights where there were the westward expansion and explosion of slavery into the Civil War between 1861 and 1865. The anti-slavery Abraham Lincoln was the president at the time. He caused the seceding of the southern states from the Union so as to develop the Confederate American States and there were four more who joined after the Civil War shots were fired. There were four years of brutal kind of conflict which were marked by the historical battles which were at the Manassas (Bull Run), Chancellorsville, Antietam, Vicksburg and Gettysburg among others. The war that was between the United States was pitted by neighbor against other neighbors in some of the cases and brother against another brother. By the time it had ended in 1865, the civil war had proved to be the most expensive war in American soil with about 620,000 out of 2.4 million of the soldiers killed and millions more got injured while the territory and population in the South being devastated. The paper below is an analysis of the various motivations of the group which took part in the Civil war from Union soldiers and the reasons why they were in support of the war in the year 1861 (Moya, Jose, pg. 32) 
Robert   Bonner’s writing on “The Soldier’s Pen” utilizes diaries, sketchbooks and letters on the civil war from sixteen people addressing a wide range of different themes from the morale of soldiers and camp life on the various responses towards the black troops. The one single concept that unifies concepts within the volume is that the provided source mostly came from one archival repository, the collection of Gilder Lehrman currently on the New York Society deposit. “The result if that volume which is fascinating in its various details may leave the scholars unsatisfied eventually.” (Barkan, pg. 33)
Bonner extensively focuses on sixteen different people including eleven northerners and five southerners of whom two were born in the continent of Europe and among them, there were two that were well known by their sketches created during the wartime as well as their various illustrations. Some sketches are anonymous and humorous providing the various experiences of a man called George, including insights as well as humor that were rare during the narratives regarding the civil war (Deitch, Robert, pg. 31) 
In the letters, the Union Soldiers were depicted as articulate, principled and also ready to sacrifice their own lives for a course that is more significant than them. They were also aware intensely of the problems which are at stake and concerned passionately about them. They were ware that their roles were playing their own roles in the transcendent essential struggle whereby the American nation future was going to pivot. Union soldiers had deepened as well as intensified with the progress of the war.   “For the soldiers, ideals such as equality, liberty as well as self-governing were not some empty abstractions but rather the primary principles that were worth to fight for.” (Gienow-Hecht, Jessica, pg. 21)
There were several factors that one may not be able to pinpoint them as there is a wide range of concepts for which the people were fighting for including freedom for their own home states as well as the love for their places they came from. There was a particularly an irony for fighting for the freedom while at the same time advocating for the slavery to be upheld. The goal of the southern people however of that period was that the freedom for their individuals was paramount and that the slavery was a natural state of how things simply go. Also attempting to destroy the slavery would have meant destroying the society ultimately (Barkan, pg. 67)
The confederacy as a single Unit had come to believe that the United States did not represent their particular interests and they needed their nations to have their states attain prosperity and freedom instead of being controlled by some Northerners that they did not identify with (Moya, Jose, pg. 45) 
The war was attributed to a number of motivations and secession was also one of them. Secession was caused by the ongoing slavery and one of the scholars that the war began due to the different uncompromising kind of differences that were between the slave states and Free states over the national government power to abolish slavery within the territories which were not yet stated.  
The union soldier was not averagely risking their own lives to free those in slavery nor were the Confederate soldiers. The Confederate draft excluded the various men who may be owning slaves that were more than twenty. There were also some poor soldiers who may have been aspiring to become wealthy one day and also own the slaves and they had been fighting towards the preservation of that particular dream. “The relationship that was between the country and states was different than it actually is currently.” (Deitch, Robert, pg. 56) 
Factors that caused People to Turn Against the Civil War
The speech provided Abraham Lincoln during his inaugural presidential address in the state of Washington on 4th of March the year 1861, as well as his success that took place in the elections carried out in 1860, was perceived by many people as a turning point to solve many years of conflict that occurred over the rights of man and freedom of the people. 
The war that took place between the Union States and the Confederacy states assisted in the molding of political language and identity of the modern historians of the U.S. There were several motivations that the North had for a moral kind of war that was against the terrible and horrifying actions carried out by the slavery and also a control that is between the industrialists that owned the lands. 
After the end of the war, the Union was striving to have slavery put to an end and also eliminating the power of the southern states of their particular power in defining citizenship as well as denying the residents of their fundamental rights. The sole goal of Abraham Lincoln during the war period was the preserve of the Union as the main goal for the war but there was the passing of Emancipation Proclamation that was passed in the year 1862 in which Lincoln added a second objective of ending slavery.  
The Confederate defeat within the civil war involved the general’s surrender at the Court House of Appomattox on the 9th of April 1865.  Only a few confederates also believed that the Union was eventually going to win at the start of the warm. “They also utilized the American Revolution as the basis for a historical guide when an unequipped and outnumbered force was able to defeat a larger kind of enemy through valuable alliances, effective strategy as well as the willingness to appreciate and absorb the punishment.” (Barkan, pg. 90)
The Confederates may have utilized all the sources of the society in resisting the Union by the four years of brutal warfare. The success of the Union started outside the state of Virginia and encircled the state gradually. “Those included the control securing of the River Mississippi, the Confederate coastline blockading as well as penetrating steadily the interior of the confederate.” (Deitch, Robert, pg. 103) 
Lee in the eastern Virginia with his men was keeping the forces of the Union at bay that was through the middle of 1864. With the Overland Campaign success, the general in chief of the Union pinned the army of Lee inside within its defenses around the area of Petersburg which is said to have lasted for about 10 months. The Virginia commander in the previous union in Virginia had not exploited the manpower advantage of the Union. Grant decided not to waste his own soldiers but used a significant number of his own soldiers to a significant advantage. “Also, grant destroyed the ways which can be used in sustaining the Confederate Virginia so as to reduce the effective fighting of Lee.” (Gienow-Hecht, Jessica, pg. 78)
In closing, the civil war was fought between the year 1861 and 1865 that was characterized by untold tensions that had significantly escalated between the Northern and Southern United States over issues which included the states’ rights and federal authority and particular expansion of the practice in slavery. There were several contributing factors that contributed to the start of the Civil war including southerners striving to provide civil rights to its slaves and also at the same time upholding the practice of slavery.  On the other hand, the Union advocated for the rights of every individual including the slaves that was propagated by the election and presidency of Abraham Lincoln.  There were also several factors which may have contributed towards the change of the people’s preference away from the civil war which included the surrender of the confederate’s general in the Appomattox court, development of political identity and language. “The North people had developed a negative attitude towards the horrible acts that took place in the slavery.” (Moya, Jose, pg. 103) 
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